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 St. Peter Claver Catholic School 

Office of the Vice-Principal 

Lawrence C. Houston 

 

 

 

Hi-Ho, Hi-Ho,  it’s off to work we go.  I am not sure if these are the words of the construction 
workers each day, but we are truly grateful for the effort they are putting into the construction 
of the school addition.  In the beginning when ground was being broken, pilings going and a lot 
of dust and dirt, it seemed as though it would never get finished. As time went on we watched 
concrete being poured, plumbing lines run and now to see steel erected and walls being 
framed, the vision is becoming much clearer.  
 
We know a question lingers in everyone’s mind as to whether the building will be complete by 
next school year.  The contractor assures us all that it will be ready to move into it on sched-
ule.  We all look forward to that day.  It is very exciting to know our students will have new 
facilities in order to further their education.  God is constantly blessing those who hold stead-
fast to His word and keep the faith. 
 
When the time comes to move, we will be calling on all of you to help in the packing. Please, 
Please, Please come and give us a hand! 
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SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS & EVENTS  
 
Weekly Events      Hall:  

Sunday Masses  7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM   Pastoral Council Meeting 3rd Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 
RCIA, every Tuesday 7:00 PM  (Ujima Center)    
Young Adult Choir Rehearsal , every Tuesday  7:00 PM 

Adult Choir Rehearsal, every Thursday  6:00 PM   

CCD Classes,  every Saturday  9:00 AM  (School)    

Food Bank, Tuesday and Thursday  10:00 AM-2:00 PM (Sankofa Bldg.)  

 

In the UJIMA Center:  

Senior Sodality, 1st Sunday following the 9:00 AM Mass                                        

Knights of Peter Claver,  2nd Sunday after the 9:00 AM Mass 

Ladies Auxiliary—Knights of Peter Claver , 2nd Sunday after 11:30 AM Mass 

Senior Citizens,  2nd Monday  3:00 PM 

Legion of Mary,  every Tuesday 5:00 PM  

Family Life Commission,  1st Tuesday 6:30 PM 

Social Ministry,  2nd Tuesday 6:00 PM 

NIA-IMANI,  2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM      

Liturgy Commission,  4th Tuesday 6:30 PM   

Local Organizing Ministry, 1st Wednesday 6:00 PM 

Men of UMOJA, 1st Wednesday 6:30 PM 

Education Commission,  3rd Tuesday 6:00 PM 

Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts , every Thursday 6:00-7:30 PM 

Bible Study, every Monday 6:00 PM  

Calendar of Special Events 
February 6, 2011—Baptism Sunday—SPC Church 

February 12, 2011—9:30 a.m.—1st Communion Parent Meeting—SPC School Hall 

February 13, 2011—1:30 p.m.—Confirmation Parent Meeting—SPC School Hall 

February 14, 2011—”Happy Valentine’s Day” 

February 20, 2011—1:30 p.m.—Black History Market Place—SPC School Hall 

February 20, 2011—3:00 p.m.—Black History Program—SPC Church 

February 22, 2011—7:00 p.m.—MICAH Action Meeting—SPC Church 

February 24, 2011—6:00 p.m.—Black History Program—SPC School Hall 

March 4, 2011—9:00 a.m.—SPC School Parade 

March 6, 2011—Black Family Day of Prayer 

March 7, 2011—Lundi Gras—SPC Office Closed 

March 8, 2011—Mardi Gras—SPC Office Closed 

March 9, 2011—Ash Wednesday—Masses:  8:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. 

March 11, 2011—Stations of the Cross—3:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.—Every Friday of Lent 

March 12, 2011—9:00 a.m.—1st Communion Retreat—SPC School Hall 

March 13, 2011—1st Sunday of Lent—SPC Church 

March 25, 2011—7:00 p.m.—Covenant of Love—SPC School Hall 

March 30, 2011—SPC School Report Card Day—SPC School Hall 

April 1, 2011—7:00 p.m.—Covenant of Love—SPC School Hall 

April 2, 1011—8:00 a.m.—Confirmation Retreat—SPC School Hall 

April 10—12, 2011—7:00 p.m.—Revival—Fr. Maurice Nutt—SPC Church 

April 17, 2011—Palm Sunday—Processional—Naming/Claiming—SPC Church 

April 20, 2011—6:00 p.m.—Seder Meal—SPC School Hall 

April 21, 2011—7:00 p.m.—Holy Thursday—SPC Church 

April 22, 2011—3:00 p.m.—Good Friday—Living Stations—SPC Church 

April 22, 2011—7:00 p.m.—Veneration of the Cross—SPC Church  

April 23, 2011—8:00 p.m.—Holy Saturday—SPC Church 

April 24, 2011—Easter Sunday—SPC Church 

THE BEST VITAMIN 

FOR A CHRISTIAN IS  

B1 

LENT 

Special times and occasions are 

available during Lent to help us 

put all of our trust in God’s 

hands.  Our theme for Lent is 

“I’ll Trust You.”  

During this Lenten season there 

will be Mass every Wednesday at 

St. Peter Claver at 5:30 p.m.  

The Deanery Penance Service 

will be at Blessed Seelos Church 

on March 22nd at 7:00 p.m.   

Anointing of the Sick will be 

done at 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Pe-

ter Claver.  Date:  To be deter-

mined. 
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Black History Month Facts 

“A Brief History of Black Catholics in the United States” 

 

 In 1536 exploration of “New Spain” which included much of the United States began.  One of the explor-
ers, Esteban was an enslaved black man who was said to be from Morocco and most likely Catholic.  He was one 
of four surviving members of a Spanish exploration party which started in our modern day Florida.  He was the 
first black man to travel through the territory.  Several years later, Esteban was sent to the present day southwest-
ern United States to find the fabled seven cities of gold.  He along with a Franciscan priest were to look for possi-
ble missionary sites.  Esteban went ahead of the group to guide.  When he arrived at the first city, called Cibola 
(close to Albuquerque, New Mexico) he was not welcomed.  The Zuni Indians did not believe that the Spanish 
would send a black man to be a messenger of the white men.  They put him in prison and later killed him.  The 
other Indians with him returned to tell the explorers what happened.  Not much was recorded in what happened to 
the fabled seven cities of gold. 

 In 1565, St. Augustine, a city in northern Florida also became a thriving Spanish community.  This city is 
the oldest home of African-Americans in the nation.  Parish records show that the Spanish invited slaves to escape 
and live in Florida if they would convert to Catholicism.  Many slaves escaped from the English colonies in Geor-
gia and the Carolinas.  However, in 1740, General Oglethorpe, the English founder and governor of Georgia, cap-
tured Fort Mose and again the blacks were enslaved.  During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, St. 
Augustine continued to be home to slaves, free blacks, whites and mulatto soldiers from Cuba.  Meanwhile in the 
far West in 1781, eleven families were recruited from Northern Mexico to found the City of Angels (Los Angeles, 
California).  These families were a mixture of races, with over half of the adults being black. 

 In the 1600s African slaves replaced indentured slaves because it was much more profitable to owners of 
plantations where crops like cotton, sugar or rice could be produced by slave labor.  In the 1770s British ships 
transported the greatest number of slaves from Africa to the Americas.  Lay Catholics, bishops and priests were 
slaveholders.  The first American Bishop, John Carroll, whose brother signed the Declaration of Independence, 
owned slaves.  He was, however, concerned about the treatment some black slaves received.  He was concerned 
about the pastoral and spiritual care of slaves, but at the same time was raising money by the sale of slaves.  Many 
other American bishops found themselves in similar positions. 

 While many Catholics outside of the United States rose up against slavery, the American Catholic Church 
did not consider slavery a serious issue for the Church.  Eventually, the issue of slavery became a serious concern 
for not only the Catholic Church, but for the entire United States.  This led to the Civil War in the United States. 

 At the end of the American Civil War in 1865, slaves were freed.  Ministering to the many freed slaves 
became a concern.  Martin J. Spalding, Archbishop of Baltimore, called a group of bishops together to talk about 
the religious welfare of the African-American population.  The final decision of this group was that the bishops 
who had blacks in their dioceses were responsible for the spiritual welfare of their people.  Several schools and 
missions were set up for blacks.  However, the bishops were unsuccessful in developing a comprehensive plan to 
minister to blacks. 

 As time passed, several important people such as Katherine Drexel, James Healy and Augustus Tolton 
succeeded in changing some attitudes of Catholics about blacks.  James Healy became the first black bishop in the 
United States and Augustus Tolton the first American black priest recognized as being black.  Blacks continued to 
suffer, but they also continued their great faith in God and the Catholic Church.  Their contributions have made 
Catholicism a stronger body. 
               Copyright          BROWN-ROA.  

***REVIVAL*** 

April 10th, 11th & 12th 

Revivalist:  Father Maurice Nutt 

St. Peter Claver Church 

7:00 P.M. 
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The MICAH Project  

(Moving in Faith, Courage and Hope) 

Mission:  Established in 2007 by clergy who want to see real change in their communities, the MICAH Project is a faith-based so-
cial justice organization working to create innovative solutions to the many social problems facing our families in the parishes of 
Orleans and Jefferson.  Many of these clergy and their congregations have had a history of organizing with the PICO (People Im-
proving Communities through Organizing) National Network since 1990.  The MICAH Project represents a non-partisan, multira-
cial, multicultural collective of congregations who are united to work for a common good based on faith values. 

Focus:   The focus is to develop leadership and build power in order to improve our communities on issues like access to affordable 
health care, affordable housing, neighborhood services, public safety and education. 

Vision:   The MICAH Project believe that great accomplishments can come from our faith communities.  We believe that in provid-
ing families and our religious congregations with the motivation, inspiration, tools and resources to walk humbly for justice, we 
can change lives for the better. 

 

St. Peter Claver Church’s Present Involvement 

 The SPC Local Organizing Ministry (LOM) is actively pursuing the New Orleans Police Dept.’s commitment to continue 
to provide the necessary assistance to combat crime in this neighborhood.  They continue to fight for the renewal of a moratorium 
on the issuance of ABO permits to nuisance businesses in this community.  They have met with our community leaders, particu-
larly, City Councilperson Kristin Palmer of District “C” who has promised to attend the  February 22nd Community Action Meet-
ing at St. Peter Claver Church.  There are approximately 400 persons expected to attend that meeting, including fifteen congrega-
tions within MICAH, city and state officials and the Superintendent of Schools, Paul Vallas.   

 In addition to  the discussion of the renewal of the moratorium on the issuance of ABO permits, the SPC LOM will be pre-
pared to discuss other key elements to the safe and viable neighborhood agenda.  The following are some of those issues: 

 *Streets—Infrastructure repairs, not just pot holes 

 *Lights—Replace missing lights, especially ones near nuisance businesses 

 *Crime & Safety—NOPD’s commitment to continue to provide their assistance 

 *Phyllis Wheatley School—The LOM has requested that the community be allowed to have input in which 

  charter or provider will be selected for the school.    

      

Spotlight On . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lawrence C. Houston    

Teacher, Vice Principal, Singer, Choir Director, Deacon   

            Is there anything this gentleman cannot do?? 

 

Mr. Lawrence C. Houston was born and reared in St. Louis, Missouri, the “ Show Me”  state.  He attended public school through 
eighth grade and upon completing the eighth grade, began ninth grade in Catholic school.  Even though Lawrence was not Catholic at 
the time, his grandmother believed that he needed to be in an environment that she thought would provide for spiritual growth.  She 
also believed that Lawrence would receive the discipline and caring she wanted him to receive from the religious and lay teachers  in a 
Catholic school.  After graduating high school, Lawrence relocated to New Orleans to attend Xavier University.  There, at Xavier, his 
major was Music/Vocal Performance.  He received his Masters Degree in Elementary Education/Administration.  His decision to be-
come a teacher was a likely choice  because he wanted to make a contribution to the quality of life and education of young people.  He 
began teaching at St. Peter Claver School  in October 1990.  In 1991 Mr. Houston left SPC and began teaching at St. Monica ’ s 
where he stay for six years.  After the years at St. Monica ’ s  he returned to SPC where he is now the Assistant Principal. 

Teaching was not all that Mr. Houston had to offer to this community.  On December 11, 2010 Mr. Houston, along with nine other gen-
tlemen, was ordained as a permanent deacon.  The celebration took place at St. Louis Cathedral and was attended by many well-
wishers including several of Mr. Houston ’ s family members and friends.  The following week, the staff, faculty, and students of SPC 
celebrated with Mr. Houston at his vesting ceremony, orchestrated by his fellow deacons, Terrel Broussard and Allen Stevens.    

On Sunday, December 12, 2010 Deacon Lawrence C. Houston delivered his first sermon at SPC.  And, what a powerful message it 
was!!  That Sunday was “ H oly Family Sunday ”  and so his focus was “ W e Are Family ” .  He stated that , as people of God, we 
have to show that we are family through our love for each other and our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Regarding his immediate fam-
ily, Deacon Houston is married to SPC choir member, Erica; and they have two children, Kyle and Kayla. 



 

 

 ST. PETER CLAVER’S CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MASS 

   December 24, 2010 
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RCIA 
Rites of Christian Initiation for Adults 

 
Are you interested in becoming a member of the Catholic Church or know someone who is?  We invite 
the following persons to join us here at St. Peter Claver Church: 

A) Un-baptized adults who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith with the possibility of becoming Catho-
lic; 

B) Baptized Christians from other denominations who would like to learn more about the Catholic Church; 

C) Baptized Catholic adults who would like to prepare for first Communion & Confirmation. 

Please call the Parish Office at 822-8059 for more information and speak to Deacon Allen or Ken Sears. 



 

 

If you have any suggestions, articles and pictures for future Habari Gani issues, please email  them to the Editor at:   

cwheeler@spclaverchurch.org 
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ON SALE NOW! 

“HURRICANE KATRINA”  

(A STORY OF HOPE) 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans is promoting 

the sale of this “keepsake” which is on sale in 

most church parishes, in local bookstores and 

on Amazon.com.  The price is $30.00. This 

beautiful book features personal stories, facts 

and vibrant photos.  The book also chronicles 

the local Catholic Church’s efforts to aid in the 

recovery of  post-Katrina New Orleans.  

Just a Thought. . .Life is full of sweet pleasures! 

When I was a youngster in school and later when 

I became a working adult, holidays seemed to 

come so slowly and so far apart.  I prayed for a 

holiday so I could have a day off.  Now, since I am 

older and retired, the holidays seem to come so 

quickly that they appear to overlap.  I don’t have 

time to breathe!  I can’t regroup from one holi-

day before I have to prepare for another.  Am I 

imagining this or does time really fly???   What-

ever . . . ENJOY!!!  Happy Holidays!!! 

Happy Easter! 

From The Pastor and Staff of 

St. Peter Claver Church   

Pearl’s Place 
(Chasasa Mahali) 
The Food Bank is  

O P E N 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

 

Parishioners are asked to continue bringing your canned 
goods and donations to Mass each Sunday or stop by the 
Food Bank and leave other items such as macaroni, rice, 
beans, instant coffee or tea, fruit drinks and bottled water.  
You may also contact Mrs. Pearl Dupart, the Food Bank 
Coordinator or one of the other hardworking volunteers, 
Sylvia Bloom, Gerri Gant, Barbara Green, Mercedes 
Lewis and Vicki McLaurin.  Ask them if there are any 
other non-perishable items that are needed.  Thanks in ad-
vance for your support. 

Call the parish office for assistance.  822-8059 

“The First Black Saint” 

St. Martin dePorres 

The first black saint of the Western world, Martin dePor-
res, had his humble origins in the slums of Lima, Peru.  
He was born in 1579 in Spanish colonial South America 
to a poor free woman from Panama named Ana 
Velasquez and a Spanish court official, Don Juan dePor-
res.  Martin was a doctor’s apprentice and learned much 
about healing through medicines.  At age 15, Martin felt 
God was calling him to the monastery in Santo Domingo.  
He offered himself as only a servant or helper.  He was 
accepted and became a lay brother of the Dominican 
monastery, after many years of doing  tasks that no one 
else wanted to do.  Martin attended to the poor and 
raised money to help them.  He set up a shelter for stray 
animals and established the city’s first children’s orphan-
age.  He fasted continuously and lived a self-imposed sim-
ple life.  Martin dePorres was venerated from the time of 
his death on November 3, 1639 and canonized by Pope 
John XXIII on May 16, 1962.   

The Church celebrates his feast on November 3. 


